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How does a housing  
cooperative work?

A housing cooperative (Bostadsrättsförening)  
in Sweden operates as a legal entity formed  
by individuals who own shares in the co- 
operative, granting them the right to occupy  
a specific apartment within the cooperative’s 
property. Here’s how it typically functions:

Ownership Structure:  
Members of the housing cooperative own  
shares in the cooperative rather than owning 
their individual units outright. Each member 
holds shares corresponding to their specific 
apartment or unit within the cooperative.

Board of Directors:  
The cooperative is governed by a board of  
directors elected by the members. The board 
is responsible for managing the cooperative’s 
affairs, making decisions about maintenance, 
repairs, finances, and other important matters.

Decision Making:  
Major decisions regarding the cooperative,  
such as renovations, alterations, or financial 
matters, are typically made at general  
meetings where all apartments have a vote.

Monthly Fees:  
Members pay monthly fees to the  
cooperative, commonly known as ”avgift”  
or ”maintenance fee”. These fees cover  
expenses such as amortization and interest,  
maintenance of common areas, repairs,  
insurance, property taxes, and sometimes  
utilities like water and heating.

Rules and Regulations:  
The cooperative has its own set of rules and 
regulations, known as ”stadgar” or bylaws,  
which outline the rights and obligations of its 
members, as well as guidelines for governance 
and decision-making processes.

Common Areas and Facilities: 
Common areas and facilities, such as hallways,  
stairwells, gardens, and recreational spaces,  
are collectively owned and maintained by the 
cooperative. Members are responsible for using 
these areas respectfully and adhering to any 
rules or regulations governing their use.

Overall, a housing cooperative provides  
its members with the benefits of home- 
ownership, such as long-term stability  
and the opportunity to build equity, while  
also fostering a sense of community and  
shared responsibility among residents.
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